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5.0  COMMENTS AND COORDINATION
5.1  AGENCY COORDINATION
MDOT introduced the Augusta River Crossing Study to participating resource and regulatory

agencies at the July 8, 1997 Interagency  Meeting.  The agencies represented include the

Corps, DEP, EPA, FHWA, MDIFW, DMR, LURC, and the NMFS. The study area was

described, purpose and need discussed and the proposed schedule for the EIS presented.

Subsequent to project introduction, project updates were given monthly or bi-monthly at

regular Interagency meetings, with the following milestones noted:

l November 18, 1997 - Preliminary Constraint Maps displayed and discussed.

l March 11, 1998 -  �Basic Project Purpose�  approved by the Regulatory Branch

Chief,  ACOE (presented in Chapter 1).

l May 11, 1999  -  Field walk with agencies to review study area/wetland boundaries.

Minutes of the Interagency meetings are available upon request.

5.2  PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE -  25 Members
A Public Advisory Committee (PAC) consisting of City Councilors, the Mayor, local business

owners and residents was formed in 1997 to work with MDOT officials to facilitate the

project development process.  A list of members is provided in Appendix D.  The PAC  met

monthly from March 1997 until the release of the DEIS to review and discuss progress to

date and make recommendations regarding study development. Minutes of these meetings

are available upon request.

On May 3, 1999, the PAC unanimously voted to endorse Alternative B as their preferred

alternative with a connector [to Route 17] to be an integral part of the project.

5.3  PUBLIC MEETINGS
Seven public meetings were held during the development of this study, including the official

NEPA public hearing held subsequent to the release of the DEIS.  These meetings were

attended by approximately 550 people, and provided invaluable guidance that was critical

to the development of this FEIS.

5.3.1  Informational and Scoping Meeting - July 17, 1997
An informational and scoping meeting was held to introduce the Public Advisory Committee and

MDOT Project Team to the general public.  A project history was provided, including dis-
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cussions of funding and the NEPA process, and the meeting was open for public comment.

Approximately 88 people were in attendance.  Many local businesses were represented and

there was virtually unanimous support expressed for a third bridge.  A transcript is available

upon request.

5.3.2  Informational Public Meeting - December 15, 1997
An informational meeting to present the project Purpose and Need Statement and intro-

duce preliminary study corridors was held on December 15, 1997.  Five potential corridors,

A-E, were introduced and public comment welcomed.  Approximately 76 people attended.

A transcript is available upon request.

5.3.3  Initial Neighborhood Meetings - June 3 and 4, 1998
Neighborhood meetings were held at two local elementary schools to get feedback from

the public on the refined corridor locations.  Large maps highlighting each corridor

were displayed, with representatives from the MDOT Project Team stationed at each

map.  People were invited to study each corridor and ask questions.  City Officials, legisla-

tive representatives, and members of the PAC were also available to provide information as

needed.  Approximately 92 people attended the Hussey School meeting and 85 people

attended the Gilbert School meeting.

5.3.4  Supplemental Neighborhood Meetings - February 24 and 25, 1999
Supplemental meetings were held at the same two elementary schools to invite public comment on

the alternatives retained for further study.  Preliminary alignment footprints were shown, with

properties proposed for displacement highlighted.  Once again, representatives from the MDOT

Project Team, the City and the PAC were on hand to answer questions.  Approximately 34

people attended the Hussey School meeting and 25 people attended the Gilbert School meeting.

5.3.5 Pub l i c  Hear ing  -  September  1 ,  1999
Pursuant to NEPA, a public hearing was held following the release of the DEIS.  The hearing

was held at the Augusta Armory on September 1, 1999, with approximately 150 people in

attendance.  All of the 22 people who testified spoke in favor of a third bridge.  Many who

testified spoke on behalf of larger public and private organizations. Thirteen favored Alternative B,

one favored Corridor E, and the remainder did not express a preferred option.  Eight people

testified in support of a connector between Routes 202/3 and 17.  One resident expressed con-

cerns regarding the negative impacts on his property and another  was concerned about the impact

on snowmobile trails.  Several people identified the need to address the 80,000 pound weight

limit for trucks on I-95.
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Written comments on the DEIS were also received.  These are summarized and grouped by

subject in Table 5-1.  A statement or reference regarding how the comments have been

addressed is provided.  Copies of written comments submitted are in Appendix E.

Table 5-1.  Summary of Written Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement
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Table 5.1 Continued next page
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Table 5-1 continued
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Community Resources Within the Study Area
(Vollmer 1994)

Schools
Sylvio J. Gilbert School
Cony High School
Farrington Elementary School
Lillian Park Hussey School
Ellar Hodgkins School
Capitol Area Regional Vocational Center
University of Maine at Augusta
Buker School
Lincoln School
Cony Mountain School

Medical Facilities (Hospital, Nursing Homes, Medical Centers)
Williams Health Care Facility
Kennebec Valley Medical Center
Augusta Convalescent Center
Augusta Mental Health Institute
Maine Veteran�s Nursing Home
Nursing Home
Chateau Cushnoc Elderly Housing

Parks/Recreational Facilities
Youth Memorial Park
Calumet Field
McGee�s Field
Calumet Playground
Macomber Playground/Brennan Field
Cunningham Park
Blaine Memorial Park
Augusta Waterfront Park
Gage Street Playground
East Side Complex
Vocational Complex
Capitol Park
Pine Tree State Arboretum
Augusta Nature Center
East Side Boat Launch
Mount Vernon Park
University of Maine Recreation Center
Gilbert School Playground
Memorial Park



Churches
Gospel Hall
St. Augustine�s Church & School
South Parish Congregational Church
St. Mark�s Episcopal Church
Green Street United Methodist Church
Winthrop Street Universalist Church
Kennebec Mennonite Church
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
Temple Bath El
St. Mary�s Church & School
Penny Memorial United Baptist Church
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah�s Witnesses
The Church of Christ
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Fellowship Baptist Church
Cushnoc Baptist Church
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
St. Andrew�s Catholic Church
First Church of Christ Scientist

Libraries
Lithgow Library

Cemeteries
Cony Cemetery
Riverside & Williams Cemeteries
Townsend Cemetery
Cummings Cemetery
Kling Cemetery
Brackett Cemetery
Wall Cemetery
Maine Veteran�s Memorial Cemetery
3 Cemeteries with unknown name

Police/Administrative
Hospital Street Fire Station
Wells Fire Station
Hartford Fire Station
Western Avenue Fire Station
Northern Avenue Fire Station
Augusta Municipal Police Station
Maine State Police Headquarters
Kennebec County Jail
City Government Center
Augusta Sanitary District
Augusta Water District
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